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Good news!  The 

Conservation Re-
serve Enhance-

ment Program 
(CREP) is coming 
to Fayette County.  

CREP has been 
around in the 53 
counties of Illinois 

that make up the 
Illinois River ba-

sin.  This fall it is 
being expanded to 
i n c l u d e  t h e 

Kaskaskia River 
watershed as well.  

$10 million was 
released on June 
14 th  for signup in 

both watersheds.    

CREP is a volun-
tary land retire-

ment program that 
helps agricultural produc-

ers protect environmentally 
sensitive land, decrease 
erosion, restore wildlife 

habitat, and safeguard 

ground and surface water . 

What is CREP, and how is 
it different than CRP?  As 
the title says, it is an en-

hancement over the regular 
CRP program.  You have 

the option to sign up for 15 
year, 35 year and perma-
nent easements on the CRP 
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land.  You maintain owner-

ship of the land and can use 
it for hunting, fishing, and 
many other recreational ac-

tivities.  You can charge a fee 
to allow others to use the 
property in CREP for hunt-

ing.  Annual payments on 
the CREP are 20% or 30% 

more than the regular CRP 
payment, depending on what 
you signed up for.  There is 

also a one -time lump sum 
payment for the easements 

NEW  
PROGRAM 

Watch the Farm 

Magazines for 
more  

information!!  



VOLUME 13, ISSUE 5  

CREP is Coming to Fayette County  
By Tony Pals  

determined by the length 

of the easement and the 
soil rental rate for the 

land signed up.  Another 
benefit, as I understand it, 
is 90% and 100% cost 

share on the cost of estab-
lishment of the practice.  
You will sign up next door 

at FSA like for CRP and 
the practices you will be 

eligible for will be determined by NRCS.  

The district will be re-

sponsible for the ease-
ments.  

It sounds like a really 
good program.  Sign up is 
expected to start in Octo-

ber or November, so 
watch the farm maga-
zines and ag newsletters.  

You can also Google 
òCREPó and get much 

more information on the topic.  

One good 

t h i n g 
a b o u t 

d o i n g 
t h e 
w e b -

site is 
that we 

can change it when we 

want too. The bad thing is having a boss 
that always seems to have a new idea 

every time I turn around. I really could-
n't complain about this change, but next 
time we'll see. This time I think we had a 

combined effort idea. Our idea was add-
ing a page on recycling, and another on 

saving energy and the tax credits for do-
ing it.   So, a new page was added to the 
website. It is on Energy Conservation - I 

have put about as many quick fix ideas 
as I could find on the page to help: im-
prove the Heating (which I don't think 

we will need for a while) and Cooling 
your house, insulating your house, 

plus a lot of ideas on how to conserve 
energy.  Almost all of the ideas have a 
link that will further explain the idea if 

you need more information.  Do you 
have any idea what your carbon foot-

print on the world is?   You can find out by 

clicking on the link I have provided. There 
is also information on a Solar Cooker - 

where they came from, how to use one, 
and even how to make your own.   
I also try to keep information on the web-

site for any possible tax credits available to 
homeowners, such as the tax credit for En-
ergy Star Appliances. Just click the link 

and it will take you to the website for the 
form to fill out.  If you know of a credit that 

others can use that I don't have listed on 
the website let me know and I would be 
happy to post it. No one deserves to save 

money more than working people do.  So, 
click on the Energy Conservation Link on 

the right side 
of the web-
site page and 

check it out 
and let me 
know what 

you think. I 
get my work 

criticized all 
the time, one 
more person 

will not hurt 
my feelings.  
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might add). He's two blocks 

from the campus. Travis got a 
new job; he's working in Ed-
wardsville now. Tim's still at 

Taylorville, and his new bride, 
Amanda got a job at the 1 st Na-
tional Bank in Vandalia. My 

boys and their wives are doing 
the same thing - working.  

My knee is doing fine; I'm do-
ing therapy here at home, 

about ten different things. I'm down to 

three times a week. Granny makes sure I 
do them. No varmints again this newslet-
ter, unless you count mole's, I did get two 

of them. Well, can't think of anything else 
to write about, guess I'll quit. The question 

for the day is this, "Why is abbreviated 
such a long word?" The old saying, "Middle 
age is when it takes longer to rest than it 

did to get tired."  

How about this weather we're 

having?  We had more rain the 
other day than we usually get the 
whole month of July. The crops 

really like the rain. There is an 
old saying, " Corn knee high by 
the 4 th  of July, we'll have a good 

crop." Most corn was tasseled by 
then!  We should have an early 

harvest this year. The beans are 
looking better now; it was sort of 
wet for them at planting time. Thereõs lots of 

spraying and mowing being done now.  Jordy 
graduated from the 8 th  grade, and is headed 
for high school. He signed up for basketball 

and soccer; so he's practicing that this sum-
mer. His aunt is taking him to Europe next 

week for ten days. He ought to get a kick out 
of that. Jaron is getting ready to start his 
third year of college. He got a new apartment 

closer to the school (and his girlfriend, I 
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We have sealed a lot of wells and 

when I go out to measure them 
I always try to take someone 
along because of the issue of 

the safety of the well cover.  
Several times I was glad I had 
the extra person with me be-

cause of a rotting plywood 
cover over a less than obvious 

well site.  
We cost share at 60% and 
most wells can be sealed for 

less than $400, so if you 
have an abandoned well 

on your farm please 

donõt put off 
sealing it ð 

not just for 
water quality, 

but for safety also.  

Weõve been offering funds for well sealing 

for several years.  We are now allowed to 
fund up to 8 per year with state Conserva-
tion Practice Program (CPP) funds.  A couple 

years ago, you might remember that the 
County Board gave us $2000 to 
dedicate to well sealing also.  

The major reason for the 
push to seal abandoned wells 

was for water quality ð the 
well opening was a direct 
route for pollutants to enter the 

groundwater.  A secondary benefit was 
safety since a lot of the wells have less 
than a safe cover or no cover at all.  A re-

cent tragedy in Montgomery County 
where a young child fell in 

a well and drowned 
brings the safety issue 
to the forefront.  
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