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Wollin Farms Honored as Conservation Farm Family  

By Tony Pals  

April 2010/May 2010 Bi- monthly  

 

This yearõs Conservation Farm 
Family is Wollin Farms, Inc. 
which includes the Darrell 
and Dennis Wollin families.  
Darrell and wife, Sandy have 
one son, Josh.  Dennis  and 
Theresa have four children: 
David (wife Tracy), Chrissy 
(husband Bob Tighe), Anna, 
and Michael.  Dennis and 
Theresa also have two grand-
children, Dennis Wollin and 
Jonathan Tighe.  

Darrell and Dennis have been 
farming together since 1970.  
Their conservation practices 
include: 23.3 acres of Quail 
Buffer, 2 ponds totaling 1.5 
acres, 9.8 acres of waterways, 
11.3 acres of filter strip, 
1060 feet of diversion, 8 
structures, and 483.6 
acres of conservation till-
age. 

Darrell and Dennis are also very 
active in the community.  Darrell 
serves on the FS and Farm Bu-
reau boards, and is currently a 
Trustee at the St. Peter Lutheran 
Church.  Dennis served as a di-
rector on the Fayette County Soil 
& Water Conservation District 
board and has held many posi-
tions at the St. Peter Lutheran 
Church.  The kids have been ac-
tive in 4H and the FFA.  

The conservation ethic must be 
an inherited trait.  Their dad, 
Alvin Wollin, won the Conserva-
tion Farm Family award in 1972.  

The Wollins received a plaque 

and a two -sided sign to proudly 

hang at the farm.  The 

Conservation Farm Family 

Award is sponsored by the 

First National Bank of 

Vandalia.  

Recycling location 

changed to Vandalia  

Distribution Warehouse 

@ 1100 West 

Randolph, Vandalia  

from 9:00 -Noon 

Darrel, Sandy, Therea and Dennis Wollin. Presented by Liz Heinzman from First National Bank of Vandalia 
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Karen Celebrates 10 Years of Service  

By Tony Pals  

Itõs hard to believe, but 

Karen has been working 
for the Fayette County 

Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District for ten years.  
To me it seems like at 

least twice that!  No, just 
kidding.  The board pre-
sented her with a plaque 

at the February board 
meeting to let her know 

they appreciate her hard 

work and dedication.  

Karen is a proactive Administrative Coor-
dinator.  She has initiated classroom pres-
entations to classes K through 4 on an as-

sortment of conservation topics.  

When the district decided to start up a 

website, she offered to take the training to 
develop our own site rather than paying 
someone to do it.  She served six years 

representing our region 

on the Illinois Soil & 
Water Conservation 

District Employees As-
sociation.  She has 
given training sessions 

on Microsoft Office pro-
grams at the district 
employees annual win-

ter training two years 
in a row.  She has also 

lined up and given 
training on Microsoft 
Excel to other adminis-

trative coordinators in the southern third 

of the state.  

Last year her òother duties as assignedó in-
cluded helping survey conservation prac-
tices and stake quail buffers.  So, all in all, 

sheõs done a pretty good job.  We should 

probably try to keep her another 10 years.  

Every year county 

schools participate in a 

local Envirothon compe-

tition.  Each school 

brings five member 

teams to the event and 

they are tested on five 

subjects dealing with 

the environment.  The 

Fayette County Soil & 

Water Conservation 

District provides each 

student participating 

from Fayette County 

with a tee -shirt.  The 

shirts this year were 

Envirothon Logo Winner  

By Tony Pals  

donated by Cumberland 

Trail Quail Unlimited 

Chapter.  The district is 

responsible for putting a 

unique county logo on the 

back of the shirts.  We 

come up with that logo 

each year by having a de-

sign competition in the 

vocational art department 

at Vandalia High School.  

This yearõs winner, and 

recipient of a $100 Sav-

ings Bond, is Erin Me-

seke, daughter of Wade 

and Loretta Meseke.  

Karen receiving Plaque from director, Susan Holdeman 


