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The Reggie Grandt family from St. 

Peter was chosen as the 2011 Con-

servation Farm Family.  Reggie, 

after getting his undergraduate de-

gree from SIU, and Masterôs from 

the U of I, taught Vocational Agri-

culture at Amboy for several years 

before returning to the farm in 

1985. Wife, Kathy, also received 

her undergraduate degree from 

SIU, and has a Masterôs Degree 

from Greenville College.  She 

worked as a private forester for 

many years, and now teaches math 

at Vandalia Junior High School.   

Reggie farms nearly 1300 acres in 

Fayette and Marion Counties. Of 

that, 88.4 acres are in the Conser-

vation Reserve Program in grass 

waterways, quail buffers or whole 

fields. He also maintains 11 grade 

stabilization structures and many 

acres of other grass waterways 

on his farm.  Reggie uses conserva-

tion tillage on his sloping corn 

acres, and no tills half of his soy-

bean fields. 

Reggie and Kathy have three 

grown boys: Justin (wife Chris-

tina), Patrick (wife Bethany) and 

Jesse.  Both are active in the com-

munity.  Reggie is an Elder on St. 

Peter Lutheran Church, a member 

of the township board, and serves 

on the Fayette Co. Water Board.  

He also served on St. Peter Volun-

teer Fire Dept. for many years. 

Kathy served as a volunteer EMT 

for eight years, is a Sunday school 

teacher, and was a Cub Scout and 

Boy Scout leader when the boys 

were active in those organizations. 

The Grandts received a plaque and 

a two-sided sign to proudly hang at 

their farm. This award is sponsored 

by 1st National Bank of Vandalia. 

Kathy and Reggie Grandt 2011 Farm Family. Award presented by Liz Heinzmann representing 1st National Bank of Vandalia 

Cooperator 

of the year 

2011 



The winners get an en-

graved trophy and a Sav-

ings bond ($100, $75, and 

$50 for 1 st, 2 nd , and 3 rd , 

respectively).  The First 

National Bank of Browns-

town sponsors the event 

every year, providing the 

poster boards, the tro-

phies and the Savings Bonds.  I think 

Jerry Reed, President of the bank gets as 

big a kick out of it as the kids.  

This yearõs winners were: 1st  place, Faith 

Williams from Ramsey Elementary 

School, daughter of Bryan and Felechia 

Williams of Ramsey, 2nd  place, Adam 

Moreland, Ramsey Elementary School, 

son of Roger and Julie Moreland of Ram-

sey, and, 3 rd  place, Jared Mason, St. 

Elmo Elementary School, son of Tim and 

Jill Mason, of St. Elmo.   

 

Every year the Fayette 

County Soil & Water Con-

servation District holds a 

poster contest for all the 

4 th  grade students in the 

county.  A theme for the 

contest is set by the Na-

tional Association of Con-

servation Districts.  This yearõs theme was 

òForests For Peopleó.  The idea behind the 

theme is we all can do a lot of little things 

to help create or improve wildlife habitat in 

our backyard and our communities. The 

students get a presentation on the theme, 

a poster board, and a 

deadline to have their 

posters completed.  The 

district board, employees, 

and several volunteers 

then judge the posters and 

decide on a first, second, 

and third place.    

Poster Contest Winner Honored 
By Tony Pals 
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year by Fayette County Farm Bu-

reau. The district is responsible for 

putting a unique county logo on 

the back of the shirts.  We come up 

with that logo each year by having 

a design competition in the voca-

tional art department at Vandalia 

High School.  This yearôs winner, 

and recipient of a $100 Savings 

Bond, is Ashley 

Smith,  daughter of 

Milton and Catherine 

Smith of Mulberry 

Grove.  
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Most of our readers are probably very familiar 

with this award recipient. He may have gathered 

recycling at your place of business, helped 

unload it from your car, or you may remember 

him as the guy that poured your concrete, or even 

as the pastor from Oak Valley United Pentecostal 

Church. But no matter how you remember him 

we are very please to be able to honor him for all 

of his dedicated volunteer service to the district. 

The district tries to honor a very special person 

each year and this year we chose to honor John 

Sanders. John has been very instrumental in get-

ting the recycling program going in Fayette 

County. Not only did he help to promote it ver-

bally, but he actually spent countless hours, and his own money filling his car with gas, to go from 

one business to the other and gather any and all their recycling. John even got his youth group in-

volved the 2nd Saturday of every month during recycling day. Sunny days or freezing weather 

John and his youth group would be ready to help unload the recycling from cars as they drove 

through. I think itôs an accomplishment all itôs own  just to get kids out of bed early on a Saturday 

but John was able to get an entire youth group up and moving.  He and his youth group also gave 

presentations on recycling at conservation field days and Vandalia Lake Day. No matter what the 

task was that needed done or when it needed to be done we knew that we could always depend on 

John to help. Congratulations to John on his very special award. 

Every year county schools par-

ticipate in a local Envirothon 

competition.  Each school 

brings five member teams to 

the event and they are tested on 

five subjects dealing with the 

environment.  The Fayette 

County Soil & Water Conser-

vation District provides each 

student participat-

ing from Fayette 

County with a t-

shirt.  The shirts 

were donated this 

Envirothon Logo Winner  
By Tony Pals 



The Fayette County SWCD 

is selling rain barrels for 

$50.00.  The 55 gallon bar-

rels are either blue or black, 

ñno guarantee of colorò. As 

you can tell by the picture 

they are a very basic design 

with a spigot, a 90 degree 

overflow and a 6 inch open-

ing in the top with a grate 

that can be removed to 

clean the barrel. The barrel 

can be attached to the gut-

tering on your house to 

catch the runoff from your 

roof. Until the 1940s, the 

rain barrel was a common 

sight at farms and homes 

throughout rural America. Rain-

water often was softer than pipe-

supplied water, and wooden feed-

barrels scattered beneath the steep 

roof of a barn could catch hun-

dreds of gallons of water during a 

brief shower. But with modern 

plumbing, the rain barrel became 

unnecessary. Today, what many 

city folks know about rain barrels 

comes from reruns of "Petticoat 

Junction" or ñGreen Acresò. If you 

are interested in purchasing a rain 

barrel please call   either Karen or 

Tony at 618-283-1095 ext. 3, or 

stop by the office at 301 South 

Third Street in Vandalia.  

Rain Barrels for Sale 
By Karen Sanders 
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CREP in Fayette County 
By Jamie Elmore 

The Illinois Conservation Reserve Enhance-

ment Program (CREP) opened December 1, 

2010 for landowners in the Kaskaskia River 

watershed. The watershed encompasses 

nearly all of Fayette County. In order to 

qualify for the program, land must lie within 

the 100-year floodplain, have been owned 

for at least one year, and have a cropping 

history of 4 out of the 6 years between 2002 

and 2007. 

CREP is a voluntary, incentive-based land 

retirement program targeted at improving 

water quality by establishing conservation 

practices to reduce sedimentation, soil erosion and excessive nutrients, while enhancing wildlife and 

fish habitat. Several practices may be established on these acres, including hardwoods, wildlife food 

plots, riparian buffers, and wetland restoration, to name a few. Eligible practices will be determined 

by NRCS staff. 

 

There is a federal and a state side to this program, leaving landowners with four options to choose 

from: 

(Continued on page 5) 



The Fayette County Soil & Water Conservation District does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, n ati onal 
origin, religion, sexual orientation, gender, age, marital status, veteran status, or disability.  This policy covers all pro grams, services, 

and procedures of the district, including employment.  

Option 1 - The federal CREP contract only. This 

contract runs for 15 years and is available thru 

FSA. It carries with it an annual payment, based 

on soil rental rates, and pays 20% or 30% higher 

than standard CRP rates, depending on the type. 

There is a 50% cost-share for implemented prac-

tices and some practices also have incentive pay-

ments. 

Option 2 ï Federal contract plus a permanent state 

easement, available with SWCD, for a commit-

ment that runs with the land forever. This ease-

ment carries with it a one-time lump sum payment, 

determined by standard soil rental rates. State 

easements also carry a 40%-50% cost-share. Addi-

tional (adjacent) acres, such as those in timber, 

may be offered with this easement option only. 

Option 3 ï Federal contract plus a state easement 

of 35 years, for a total commitment of 50 years. The lump sum payment would be 75% of that for a 

permanent easement.  

Option 4 ï Federal contract plus a state easement of 15 years, for a total commitment of 30 years. The 

lump sum payment would be 50% of that for a permanent easement. 

 

Implementation at the local level has made the Illinois CREP one of the 

most successful in the nation. To date, Fayette County has had nearly 

500 acres offered to federal applications. We have many applications in 

differing stages of approval and several of the contracts will also be of-

fered for the permanent easement option. We will be hosting an informa-

tional meeting (and free breakfast) at 8am on April 27 at the Farm Bu-

reau building in Vandalia. I would encourage all 

interested landowners, and even those that have 

already applied, to attend to hear all the details and 

have questions answered by CREP Coordinators 

Jamie Elmore and Terre Zeigler. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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  Fayette County Soil & Water Conservation District cordially invites you 

to join us on April 27, at 8 am at the Fayette County Farm Bureau for a 

free HEARTY breakfast  and informational session on the new Conservation Reserve En-

hancement Program (CREP). Whether youõre interested or have already applied, come hear 

about all the details.   

Please RSVP Fayette County SWCD, 618 - 283 - 1095 x3.  



port also comes with a management note that 

provides guidelines for supplementing nitrogen 

f o r  l a w n  a n d  g a r d e n 

crops. www.ncagr.gov/cyber/kidswrld/plant/soilt

est.htm 

By using a soil test, you can encourage plant 

growth by using the best lime and fertilizer rec-

ommendations. For example, when applying too 

much lime, soil pH may rise above the needed 

level, which causes nutrients such as iron, man-

ganese, boron, copper and zinc to become less 

available to plants. 

Using a soil test promotes environmental quality 

by determining how much additional nutrients 

are really needed. Applying more nutrients than 

necessary causes excess nutrients to 

runoff into surface or ground water af-

fecting water quality beyond the bounda-

ries of your yard. In addition, nutrients 

that runoff cost you money. 

Soil testing should take place before you 

landscape. If your yard has several 

unique areas, you may need to test soil 

from each. Soil test kits (free of charge) 

and more information are available from 

Stephenson SWCD/NRCS at the USDA 

Field Office at 1620 S. Galena Ave, Free-

port. Test kits are also available free of 

charge from University of Illinois Extension in 

Building R at Highland College campus. You send 

the kits with soil samples 

to be analyzed. There is a 

nominal charge according 

to what is to be tested. 

Information is from the 

webpage at www.ncagr.gov 

(North Carolina) as noted 

above. Other information 

about soil testing and com-

mercial fertilizers is avail-

able on that webpage or 

from a search òSoil Testing 

at Home.ó 

The Fayette County Soil & Water Conservation District does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, n ati onal 
origin, religion, sexual orientation, gender, age, marital status, veteran status, or disability.  This policy covers all pro grams, services, 

and procedures of the district, including employment.  

Healthy Habitats 
Della Moen, Earth Team Volunteer, NRCS/Stephenson Soil and Water Conservation District  
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Robins hopping on your 

lawn, rabbits bounding 

from their hiding places, 

and squirrels scampering 

through your neighbor-

hood are  reassurance 

that our environment is 

able to sustain wildlife. 

òOur health and well-

being, and that of the 

plants and wildlife with 

which we share the envi-

ronment, depend on hav-

ing a clean, healthy, sus-

tainable place to live ð a 

healthy habitat!ó  

(Audubon) 

When spring taps us on the 

shoulder, we get ready to watch 

life unfold around us and we 

start thinking about gardens and 

green grass. As we prepare our 

yards for the growing season, 

our planning must include con-

servation practices to renew and 

preserve healthy habitats. 

We feel an urgency to get our 

grass and plantings off to a good 

start. And our plan often in-

cludes adding nutrients ð commonly re-

ferred to as fertilizer. To be healthy our soil 

needs to have a diet plan that meets its 

needs. The best way to select a fertilizer 

grade is to have your soil tested. 

A soil test is a process by which elements 

(phosphorus, potassium, calcium, magne-

sium, sodium, sulfur, manganese, copper 

and zinc) are chemically removed from the 

soil and measured for their ôplant availableõ 

content within the sample. The quantity of 

available nutrients in the sample deter-

mines the amount of fertilizer that is recom-

mended.. The soil test report will recom-

mend a fertilizer grade for your use. The re-

http://www.ncagr.gov/cyber/kidswrld/plant/soiltest.htm
http://www.ncagr.gov/cyber/kidswrld/plant/soiltest.htm
http://www.ncagr.gov/
http://www.ncagr.gov/cyber/kidswrld/plant/soiltest.htm
http://www.ncagr.gov/cyber/kidswrld/plant/nutrient.htm
http://www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/pdffiles/ustr.pdf

